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Canada and Australia
• Heal our Country, heal our people is a Global 

Indigenous-led movement - In Australia the 
Caring for Country campaign influenced our 
land claims, Ranger Programs, Land and Sea 
Country management 

• Shared knowledge, shared values since time 
immemorial - Dreamtime, Ancestors and 
Oral History 

• Indigenous led conservation and 
remediation of our land and sea Country is 
crucial for well-being of our people  

• Climate Change, environmental conservation 
and remediation and water purification 

• Indigenous women - led environmental 
initiatives, innovation and technology is 
growing in expertise 

• Indigenous Global Alliance



KEY FINDINGS OF ‘THE STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT REPORT’ 
(Australian Government Report 2021) 

The health of Country and Indigenous people are deeply interconnected 

There is a deep interconnection between the health of Country and the health of Indigenous people. Healthy country means healthy 
people – and if people are healthy, they can look after Country. Mainstream management decisions that disconnect people from 
Country have a negative impact on health and wellbeing. 

Indigenous peoples care for Country as kin 

• Indigenous knowledge and sustainable cultural practice are key to environmental management. Indigenous peoples’ stewardship 
of Country is a deep connection, passed down through the generations and developed over tens of thousands of years. It involves 
songlines, totems, cultural principles, knowledge of the animals and plants, and land and sea management practices.  

• Indigenous knowledge of Country and management practices provide a valuable approach for caring for the environment for all 
Australians. As Indigenous peoples’ lands and seas are returned to their care, so are cultural management practices. This has 
had good results. Indigenous Australians are the first scientists, technologists, engineers and mathematicians (STEM), and many 
respectful and reciprocal collaborations with other scientists are shaping a pathway for our nation’s future.  



Self-determination is key 
• There is much more to be done to enable Indigenous people to apply their knowledge, manage their Country and 

exercise their rights of self-determination, which can help restore the Australian environment and Indigenous 
wellbeing. Indigenous-led and governed caring for Country, undertaken via holistic and long- term programs, is key 
to future success. 

• Indigenous cultural principles must be prioritised if we are to have healthy Country and people. Cultural principles 
need greater recognition in environmental management and development approvals where other values such as 
economic goals often override cultural principles. Indigenous heritage laws are not effectively focused on 
Indigenous cultural principles and fail to adequately protect Country, enabling destruction and harm of Country 
through inadequate consent processes. 

• Indigenous cultural and intellectual property (ICIP) rights are important for protecting knowledge rights and 
practice management. Australian intellectual property laws do not effectively recognise Indigenous ICIP rights. 
Protocols have become an important means to recognise ICIP in the absence of law. Some Australian states have 
developed biodiscovery laws, but Indigenous people express that these are not effective, and there is no 
consistency nationally. Indigenous people call for new laws for the protection of ICIP to enable free, prior informed 
consent and mutual benefits. The Nagoya Protocol – Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples provide an international foundation to recognise Indigenous 
knowledge rights.  



Indigenous voices must be heard  
• Since the beginning of colonisation – a circumstance that continues today – Indigenous peoples have faced many challenges in 

exercising their stewardship of Country. While Indigenous stewardship is widely recognised in national and international laws, including 
in the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act), the National Agreement on Closing the Gap, 
and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, practical application is still marginalised in mainstream 
environmental management. This marginalisation has impacted all aspects of Country, the intergenerational transfer of knowledge and 
Indigenous people’s wellbeing. As a nation, Australia can benefit greatly from using Indigenous knowledge in environmental 
management practices, and from enabling Indigenous people to care for Country.  

• Land rights and native title have enabled recognition of some Indigenous rights across 57% of Australia’s lands. Nevertheless, native 
title is not a full recognition of the connections between customary and nation-state laws as regards caring for Country. Approaches that 
focus on Indigenous self-determination and empowering Indigenous peoples are needed. Current laws, policies and management 
approaches continue modes of colonialism and are inherently limited in their ability to wholly support Indigenous self-determination.  

• Indigenous Protected Areas (IPAs) are growing and make up nearly half of Australia’s National Reserve System, delivering multiple 
conservation, socio-economic and cultural benefits. However, there is a strong need for capability, governance and adequate 
resourcing, and the government needs to respect and support Indigenous agency and control: economic, social and cultural. There is a 
need to factor in the varied Indigenous estates that include land and sea Country beyond IPAs.  

• The efforts of Indigenous rangers deliver environmental, cultural, social and economic outcomes of benefit to Indigenous people and 
Australia more broadly. Security of funding and increased resourcing is critical to empower people to get back to, and to look after, 
Country. Collecting, storing and sharing information about the environment is also a significant emerging area in the management of 
Country. It is critical to respect Indigenous data sovereignty through cultural protocols such as the CARE Principles for Indigenous Data 
Governance.  



Global Indigenous Alliance

•UNDRIP 
•Indigenous - Led Environmental Services 
•Conservation and Remediation 
•Climate Change 
•Environment 
•Closing the Gap 
•Environmental, Social, Economic, Well-Being 

Framework

Uncle Moogie (Major Sumner, Ngarrindjerri Elder, Authority Healer 
and Cultural Leader “Heal Country, Heal Our People”


